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TOWN OF McBEE  

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

VIA TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL 

September 7, 2021 

 

Present:  Mayor John Campolong, Charlie Sutton, Glenn Odom, Beulah Bolton, A.C. McLeod Jr., 

Martin Driggers, Attorney 

 

Absent:   

 

Note to Minutes:  Tisha Jones, Clerk, typed minutes. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Mayor John Campolong called meeting to order. 

 

Invocation: Council Member Beulah Bolton 

 

Motion to approve minutes from the last Regular Town Council Meeting on August 3, 2021 

made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr, All in Favor. 

 

Mayor John Campolong We are happy to have Andy Ingram and Dr. Wagner here today.  We 

welcome you aboard and wish to turn the meeting over to you. 

 

Andy Ingram, Northeastern Technical College, thank you for welcoming us.  We are pleased to 

announce that Northeastern Technical College wishes to build a satellite campus in McBee SC.  As 

you may be aware in the past years, Northeastern Technical College wanted to have a site in Industrial 

Park next to Nestle Waters.  We came and met with Council Member Kemp McLeod.  He was so 

gracious to get with us and spend time with us showing us some other options for potential sites and as 

a result of our visit we discovered that Alligator Rural Water owned a 46-acre tract of land on the same 

side of 151 next to McBee High School.   We thought it would be more favorable if we can get some 

land out of that tract that it would be good with the proximity to the school.  That also has a 66 foot of 

easement that includes access to 151 and access to Cedar Ave which is an unapproved road to the rear 

of this site.  Alligator is willing to donate 13.67 acres out of this 46-acre tract and we have employed 

Earl Horton to do the survey.  After his field work and platted it out on paper, it was discovered that 

there was a narrow strip of land adjacent to this site that the Town of McBee owns.  We are coming to 

the town today to ask if they would incorporate this strip in addition to the 70 ft easement owned by 

the Town.  That is why we are on the agenda today to ask for Mayor and Council’s approval to 

incorporate that strip today.  We are very excited about what has been offered to the college and what 

is to come. 
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Dr. Kyle Wagner, Northeastern Technical College, one of the concerns we have had as we have 

grown our dual enrollment there are students traveling, they would have to make a left hand turn 

coming into the campus.  We were looking at the property that could offer a right hand turn.  When we 

were looking at this property from Alligator, this would allow safety for the students to turn down the 

road including Cedar and give them an option to travel down that road instead of a 5 lane road and go 

out into the traffic.  The second area is we have been looking at McBee for quite a while for future 

growth.  Currently Northeastern has 149 students enrolled in the McBee area.  Of those 149 enrolled, 

66 of those are dual enrollment students and 83 are traditional students.  To give you an idea 50 of 

those students are commuting from Hartsville to take classes at Northeastern Technical College.  We 

believe with a satellite site there, those students could utilize that campus because it is the closest site.  

It would also give opportunity in the future for growth on either side of the campus. Some of the 

programs for that site is a construction program for construction operators with heavy equipment.  We 

already have that program approved by the state.  With that program is heavy equipment maintenance 

program.  We believe McBee would be an ideal location for that.  We received an NSF grant that for 

diesel mechanics which focuses on the semi truck and trailer maintenance.  It would go along with the 

program in Bennettsville.  It would be a program to teach and learn how to work on that equipment.  

We have been talking to AO smith and the expansions in maintenance and electronic areas that they 

would want to see at this site.  Other programs such as nursing is very popular.  There are students in 

the Hartsville area that are taking our program.  Having the training facility at that campus would be 

beneficial.  Dual enrollment is growing rapidly at the college.  The college has grown from 850 

students, now there are 1830 students enrolled and 1870 for the year.  Allowing more areas and access 

helps this model.  We are trying to build models that are close in area to your local employers.  

Transportation is a huge issue. Marlboro county 5 years ago had an enrollment at 150 students similar 

to McBee, now has over 436 students taking classes at that campus and we expect McBee to be even 

bigger with Hartsville being able to access that college.  Mayor, do you have any questions for us? 

 

Mayor John Campolong, what would be the progress that you would be able to incorporate to start 

with?  Would it be the heavy equipment and nursing along with dual enrollment at the top of the list?  

Would you be able to do those all at the same time from the beginning? 

 

Dr. Kyle Wagner, the plan would be once we have the land secured and access to the land, the water 

and sewer and storm drainage, then to find out the actual square footage of the property, then we can 

ask legislatures if we could get a $2M line item to put the first building there, that would put us at a 

35,000 sq ft building on the property.  Most of those programs I sited could have those classes in a 

building that size.  We would be interested in the property annexed into the city, we would feel the 

police and fire protection would also be beneficial to the college and make the students feel safe. 

 

Mayor John Campolong, certainly we would also like to allow Bethune to have access, are you 

anticipating any students from that area also? 
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Dr. Kyle Wagner, we did survey the areas and we feel that even Jefferson and Bethune would be ideal 

and would not compete with the Pageland campus.  We see even Northeastern could serve the students 

to the south of our area.  The students are more than able to choose us as their option but we wouldn’t 

physically go recruit them.  With the agricultural program and heavy equipment, they could take 

advantage of education in the local area.  Having a training facility there could attract people to come 

for jobs in the area. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton, I recently retired from the adult education program in Chesterfield 

County, we sent over a lot of students to your college from that program. My question is would those 

industrial programs that the McBee campus would have that the other campuses would not have? 

 

Dr. Kyle Wagner, as far as heavy equipment and maintenance would be unique to that campus.  So 

they would have to travel to McBee for those programs.  The McBee area would also support a 

welding program because of the local businesses like AO Smith.  It would attract students that could 

become future employees at those businesses.  This becomes great from Economic Development.  It 

would attract people to come to the community.  Magnet destination colleges have the ability to train 

and even upscale their jobs.   

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton, so you do plan to incorporate the welding program in McBee? 

 

Dr. Kyle Wagner,  Yes, currently we are hauling a group of students to the Pageland Campus and we 

feel that it would be beneficial for McBee to give access to this program. They lose about 45 mins of 

travel just going between the campus by being on the bus.  We will have a bigger enrollment in those 

areas. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton, I just want to say I am absolutely thrilled with this program.  I know 

I have sent a lot of students to enroll in those programs so I am thrilled to hear this is coming to 

McBee. 

 

Dr. Kyle Wagner, the different funds that the college taps to do this, once we have the land and 

analysis done and what we can build there, then we go to the state legislatures for “match money” then 

we turn to the Federal grant to help expand that money with anywhere 50 to 80 cents on the dollar and 

we have been lucky to get those with the Dillon and Marlboro county campuses.  We have some 

projects going on there from those grants.  That is where the $2M along with those grants we can then 

turn into $6M. 
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Council Member Beulah Bolton, what is the time frame on this project? 

 

Dr. Kyle Wagner, well if we could get the land approved and the $2M match from legislatures, we 

can do the study during that time along with the land, sewer and storm drainage, we would possibly 

start by next Christmas. Legislatures would award the money next July.  During that whole time period 

will come down to the land, water and sewer, then its just a matter of putting an architect on the 

project.  The $2M is key to that project moving forward.  It does move quickly once we know the 

legislature is going to match that money.  There is a one time fund this year that would be available for 

expanding education in rural communities.  I think this will really help the people and the company in 

these companies to have a pipeline in the future. 

 

Mayor John Campolong, I did enjoy the idea of using this particular property with the use of Cedar 

avenue will be a a lot safer than the property over there on 151.  I also like the use of the road for the 

students and personnel to have a safer access.  This is also in an area close to our complex that would 

have some value.  The teachers could use this to ease some frustration after school to get some of that 

out over there at the track.  I do feel like we can work out this plan with you.  What I would like to ask 

is if we can have Earl come in and have a more definitive idea of how much area is involved and so 

forth? 

 

Dr. Kyle Wagner, For us to be able to move forward, you and your council would have to approve 

incorporating that strip of land along with the right of way, then we can have Earl go forward with a 

final  survey of the site.   

 

Mayor John Campolong, before we do the annexation, Mayor the town would need to know of a 

definite ownership of the property to the Technical school. Once you have everything closed and 

definitive of the property we can go forward.  The town would have to have some more information 

from you with the tax map areas. 

 

Andy Ingram, we can go ahead and have Earl do that on the final plat.  Once we have that then 

Alligator would deed the land over to Northeastern Technical college then we would come to the Town 

to have that small part annexed. 

 

Mayor John Campolong, the first step would be for you to clarify to the town that the property has 

been signed over to the Technical School.  Do we have any disagreement with the annexation? 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  Mayor, I think we need to make a motion today. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Yes, I believe with the contingency that the land is signed over to the 

technical school correct? Mayor, is that the route you want to go? 
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Andy Ingram, Mayor of Cheraw, Yes, yall would need to get an official vote.  Then we can go 

forward with Earl Horton and Alligator. 

 

Mayor John Campolong, we can have an official vote with the contingency on the fact that the tech 

school will have ownership of the property.  Do we have any discussion on that? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom, I am here at Town Hall beside Martin Driggers, I discussed with him 

that we make the motion pure and simple if we give the Tech this strip it would make it contiguous 

with that land and it would clean for Martin to annex it to the town.  Once the town approves this ¼ of 

an acre strip, then Alligator will give it the 13.67 acres to the college foundation.  So hopefully it will 

be to go ahead and give this strip of the land to them.  I’ll let Martin speak on it but it makes it a lot 

easier for him.  

 

Mayor John Campolong, yes Glenn I don’t know how its easier but it’s a little reversed from what I 

said.  If we let them have this strip and annex it, contingent on Alligator awarding them this property. 

Glenn, you can speak for Alligator.  What kind of a hold up would you have giving them the right to 

own that property contingent on getting that strip of land? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom, No problem at all, the board has voted and awarded to give them the 

13.67 acres of land. It has been surveyed and they have voted to give that to the college. 

 

Mayor John Campolong, Martin, don’t you feel the land needs to have the protection of where the 

land is going and the annexation part of the tech getting that property?  It has to be done on legal terms 

and written also. 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney, Yes I have saw this survey along with this strip they are referring to.  It 

has formerly or owned by Town of McBee.  As far as if you don’t or do need protection, that’s up to 

the council to decide.  If you need the protection that the college is going to build there.  There can be 

an agreement with the college if the council decides they need it. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: If I am hearing you right, then if we can be assured that all this is going to 

happen with Alligator donating their parcel of land then we can agree to giving our part also. 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney, I do agree with what Councilman Odom said the point he was trying to 

make that the acreage we are talking about is contiguous with the town then it would be easy for 

annexation purposes.  Whoever is going to own the property, it will all need to be under the same 

ownership for annexation. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Would you say do it like that or give the ¼ acre right of way? 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  Either way. 
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Mayor John Campolong: Mayor, we do have a municipal legal advisor that can go into more 

definitive details to go into the laws and stipulations of annexation.  I don’t think there is going to be 

any problem there.  I think the council is very much in favor annexing that portion into town and 

giving the town the right of way or do we give you the property.  Can you give us some more time to 

look into it further. 

 

Andy Ingram Mayor, Cheraw, that is entirely up to what you and council feels comfortable with. 

 

Mayor John Campolong, yes, that will be up to the town to also give a road way on Cedar that is nice 

improvement and could be a nice improvement to the complex as well.  We do need to do it the right 

way now and get exactly what we want to get down.  Could you give us a week or two? 

 

Andy Ingram Mayor, Cheraw, yes that will be fine.  

 

Motion made by Council Member Glenn Odom to give Northeastern Technical College the 

needed land, Second by Council Member A.C. McLeod, All in Favor.  

 

Mayor John Campolong, Glenn what is your hurry?  This is something that will not be done for a 

year and a half.  Certainly, we can wait a week or two. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom, called for question. 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney, Glenn is asking for the council to vote on his motion that whatever 

property is necessary what property is needed to make it contiguous for purposes of annexation. 

 

Mayor John Campolong, can you spell it out more definitively on what we are voting on and record 

that? 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney, I will try to restate the motion if that helps.  Glenn said he moves to go 

forward with the plan to donate the property that is necessary to make it contiguous to the Town for 

purposes of annexation with Northeastern Technical College, which is all contingent upon the property 

of 13.67 acres going to the college.  If the deal does not go through, the property comes back to the 

town. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod called for question and vote. All in Favor. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: Thank you Mayor and I think this will be a great potential for the town to 

grow.  Dr Wagner, What kind of number of teachers/personnel will we encounter to start?  
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Dr. Kyle Wagner: What we are doing at some of the other campuses, is we will have one for heavy 

equipment and probably one adjunct, one in maintenance and one in welding.  We have a one stop 

center that will help students with enrollment.  When campus opens 5-6 range and as the campus 

grows that number will increase. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  At the McBee campus are you going to incorporate the basic 

classes?  English, Math..basic courses? 

 

Dr. Kyle Wagner: That’s a given.  That is already at all campuses already.  Gen Eds will be available 

at all campuses.  We even help with getting them access to internet and computers if they do not have 

that already.  The model for NE Technical college, you need facility to do the hands-on training for the 

workforce.  If a student takes biology, they can take the lecture online, but they would have to come to 

the campus to do the hands on and the same with nursing. Over 150 students are taking classes in 

McBee area now.  There is a still a long commute for other students.  We want to have labs closer by 

so they can take advantage of courses we offer.  It will save on commute time from Cheraw or 

Pageland. 

 

Mayor John Campolong, I think this is a win-win situation.  The potential also for growth for people 

to come into the area and the proximity of people coming into town even from the Hartsville area.  We 

appreciate you guys coming today to explain things to us.  If there is anything we can do to help get the 

$2M dollars from the state, we would certainly help. 

 

Andy Ingram, Mayor of  Cheraw:  Mayor, since you all have had the official vote…I will just need 

you to send a letter of approval to Dr. Kyle Wagner an official letter of approval and we can move 

forward with that survey and go forward with the survey to incorporate that strip into the plat and the 

attorney can draft a legal description according to that transfer and we can go forward with Alligator to 

transfer the 13.6 acres as well.  If you could have your clerk draft that letter, we can go forward. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Certainly, we can do that. 

 

Mayor Andy Ingram, Cheraw:  We look forward to working with everyone and thank you.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  As some of you are already aware, we have Mrs. Rebecca Lee with us.  

She has been here aboard lately to look into our bookkeeping and recordkeeping to make it more 

transparent.  I think it is good to sometimes have an outsider come in to see what you are doing and 

can do better.  I do want to caution that we are looking for someone to do more of a class teaching with 

our personnel to improve what we have with our employees and see if there are any areas that we need 

to have improved on.  I just want to be on record to say that is why we have Mrs. Lee coming in to 

help us get this program covered completely.  I sent a draft of a guideline recommendation to Kemp 

McLeod, who is our vocation athletic counselor.  At this time, I want to go on the record, you should 

all have a copy of it.  I want to ask that Tisha read this copy.   It is simple, it may need to be added to.  
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Its important that we follow these guidelines.  If you read the bylaws that we had set up years ago that 

it is more definitive than this is.  I do want to make sure that the Town does not get themselves into a 

problem with who is liable.  Tisha, please read this letter that I did in case someone hasn’t had a 

chance to read it. 

 

Letter to Kemp McLeod read by Town Clerk, Tisha Jones. 

 

Letter Dated: August 17, 2021 

 

Council Member Kemp McLeod 

 

Re: Guidelines for Recreation Department Volunteers 

 

Kemp these are some of the requirements I know we need.  Our insurance company and town 

attorney may require others. 

 

1.  Recreation Personal:  All volunteers will be involved with on field our court activities only.  

Volunteer officers will provide a statement indemnifying the Town of McBee of any 

liabilities.  

2. The Town of McBee will be in full control of all facilities and will coordinate with the 

recreation volunteers any needs and timing in regards to maintenance (Charlie Sutton), 

utilities, mowing, concession stand operations, etc. 

3. All expenses need to be approved by Town Council.  All participant sign up and revenues will 

be handled by the Town of McBee. 

 

Kemp you may want to add other things to protect the town of liabilities. 

 

John Campolong 

Mayor 

 

    

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Mayor, there are several things on this letter that I disagree with. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Do we have any questions on this?  We need to go on the record as trying 

to clear ourselves on any responsibilities.  If we need to vote on it but we need to have this go on the 

record.  We will be willing to help and make this a successful transition.  Any discussion on this? 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  Im director of the Recreation department as set up by council.  We 

appreciate the recommendations.  I think we will meet those.  I don’t see any reason why we cant.  

Also, Mrs. Lee is here with us today and I would like to change the agenda to hire Mrs. Lee. 
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Mayor John Campolong:  I want to go on record about the letter for the Recreation.  I want to have it 

approved by all of council. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  Mayor, I have made a motion to amend the agenda.  The letter is not 

on the agenda. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: Mrs. Lee is not on the agenda either.  Im sorry I have the floor.  I have the 

letter in front of me and I want to vote on it. 

 

Motion to accept the letter on the Recreation Department guidelines to Kemp McLeod by Mayor 

John Campolong. There was no second. Motion did not carry.  

 

Mayor John Campolong: Since we don’t have a second.  I want to incorporate this into the town 

minutes as a letter that the Mayor wrote to the town council.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  No, Mayor it died for lack of vote.   

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Glenn, you haven’t said a word.  I want this to go into the town minutes 

that I wrote this letter to council to you and Kemp who are in charge of the rec group.  I want it in the 

minutes.  

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  We can put it in the minutes it was written by you but it was not 

approved by council. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I don’t care.  I want it in the minutes that the letter was written by me. Is 

everyone in agreement? 

 

Council Member AC McLeod: That’s fine. I don’t have a problem with that.  

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  We need to amend the agenda to consider Mrs. Lee as a consultant to 

straighten out our books and our utility fund. 

 

Motion to amend the agenda to consider Mrs. Lee as a consultant to help get the books 

straightened made by AC McLeod, Second by Council Member Glenn Odom.  All in Favor.   

 

Motion to hire Mrs. Rebecca Lee, CPA in conjunction with Terri King, Tisha Jones and 

Latondra Johnson to aid with the below items to be completed by Friday, September 17th.  Mrs. 

Lee will provide her services for $2500.  A special meeting will be scheduled on Thursday, 

September 23rd or Tuesday, September 28th to review and discuss any findings, 

recommendations, and corrected procedures. 
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Recommendations of Action Steps. 

I.  Review of the General Ledger and correct accounting issues and errors in reports 

in both the Utility Fund and General Fund. 

 

II.  Evaluate and develop recommendations related to: 

 

A.  Updating Manuals 

B. General Procedures 

C. Review internal controls and deficiencies with a focus on assignment of duties. 

D. Assess the financial condition of both Utility Fund and General Fund. 

E. Review budget process. 

Motion made by Council Member AC McLeod, Second by Council Member Glenn Odom, 

Council Member Beulah Bolton and Charlie Sutton approved, Mayor John Campolong opposed 

due to the date of special meeting.  

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  Her dates she wants to come back on September 23rd or September 

28th.  She will come back to go over what she finds and corrective action.  After that she will come 

back the next week to make sure everyone understands what we discussed at that meeting.  Then at the 

next called meeting, she will go over what she finds after that.  Glenn wants to go with the September 

28th meeting. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: I go along with the procedure but the dates I have to look at further.  Most 

likely we can do the dates but I have to check the dates further. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  Right now your choices are the 23rd or the 28th, we really want to go 

with the 28th.  We need to go over the budget and other items in person. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I don’t have a problem with it.  But I will not be in person, I will be 

listening over the phone.  

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  I think this is a good move and Mayor we will look over these 

recommendations for the rec department and I think we can get all of those done.  That is all I have. 

 

Ernest James, audience member:  Mayor Campolong, just want to say I appreciate everything you 

do for the town.  Ive been listening in on the meeting and  I just want to thank you for what you do. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  We will continue as a whole to do everything we can for the town.  I saw 

we because it takes all of us working together.  If there are certain things we have a problem on, I think 

there is always room for improvement and as the whole council we will continue to go forward.  Thank 
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you for coming in and listening to our meeting and I hope we can get back to normal in the next 4 or 5 

weeks to meeting in person again. 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  Mayor before you adjourn.  The council wants to know your vote on that last 

motion to hire Mrs. Lee. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I think they had enough votes already.  I already said we agree to hire her 

but the dates are what I need to look into further. 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by AC McLeod, All in Favor.  
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